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FRANKFORT , Ky,

DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES
AND AIMS.
Kentucky Educat ional A uocio.tion
1913
~ RI O R t o the Loui sville meet ing o f the
...., K entucky Educat ional A ssociat ion in
1913, th e Pres id ent appointed a specia l commi tte e to d ra ft a D ecl a rati on of P rincipl es or
a statem ent of the aims and purpos es of th e
educa ti onal for ces o f the Stat e. This co mm ittee made the fo ll ow in g repo rt at the mee ting
a nd it wa s unanim o usly ad op ted by the fiv e
th ousand tea ch ers and tru stees pres ent. Ev e ry
member o f th e A ssociatio n is pl edged to carry
out the pr inc ipl es of thi s d ecla ra ti on.

fir' HE K entu cky Educat io nal A ssociat ion,

~ now h olding it s a n nua l sess ion in Lou is v ill e, r epr esen ting teach er s and friends of ed uca ti on in every cou nty in the State, makes th e
foll owin g declaratio n of principl es a nd aim s:
A Great Commonwealth-A great State mu st
have vision, purp os e a nd un ity o f effort. It
m ust ha ve mo ra l, inte ll ectua l and indu stria l
idea ls a nd wo rk to acco mplish them. It mu st
be affirmativ e a nd fearl ess.
Th ese qua li ties
depend upo n the people co m pos ing th e Stat e.
The School System-The first duty of th e
Sta te and its first necessity is to provide for
tr a inin g whi ch w ill gua rante e th e intell igen ce
a nd promote t he integ ri ty o f its c itizen s. This
m ust be acco mplished through a harmon ized
a nd a rticula ted sch ool sy st c;m, und er Govern·
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worker fo r life and freedom.
Chi ldho od
sho ws us the way to a gr eater Commo:nwealth.

ment direction, supported by distr ict, county
and State taxation. Our system of schools
must include el ementary schools, secondary
schoo ls, n orma l sc hools, and the State University.

The Courses of Study-Democ racy demands
that every human ni che in government, in society, in commerce, be filled by a citizen who
feel s, know s and bea rs re spons ibility, who fills
hi s niche with vis ion, poised characte r and vitalized activity, who re cogni zes ideal dem ocratic life as occupied life that has inte ll igence
and Christian ballast, wh eth er it lives in hovel
o r man sio n, poss esses a penny or a m illion,
follo ws the plow, stands at the anvi l, occupies
the pu lpit, int erprets tlie law o r sits in the
coun ci ls of governm ent.

A Great Commonwealth Mus t Be Achieved
- Behind every great human ach ievement is a
gr ea t human bei ng ; behind every g r eat State
are g reat men. A great Commonwealth can
not be bestowed, it must be achiev ed through
education. T h e school is a fundamental necessity to s oc ial and indus tr ial efficiency.
It will take full-grown Kentuckian s to make
a full-grown Kentucky, and it will take a fullgrown system o f schoo ls exploited to the
hig he st degree of efficiency to make fu llg row n Kentuckians.

•• • •
l'b UMAN

and Material Waste-Every idle r,
eve ry unskilled labor er, fa rmer, housekeeper, every unqualified preacher, teacher,
docto r, lawye r, and every other incompetent
workman in every other human endeavo r, r emind us most forcibly of lost oppor tunity and
of spiritual and mater ial waste. Most of our
troubles are fundamen tal; they b egi n in the
individual.

R

,

Our Government, found ed upo n the consent
of the governed, demands that our school system offer efficient trainin g for workers in all
of the se and all other honorable huma n endeavo rs. We pledge ourse lves to support a
school policy that r ecognizes the inalienable
educational rig hts of every child-to a schoo l
policy that will vitalize the courses of study
and offer each individua l an opportunity to
prepare for h is chose n wo rk, and for spi ritual
and intellectual freedom. Th e school of tomorrow must be cuIturalized, soc ialized, industrialized, vocat ioni ze d and democratized.

Therefore, a lofty, sane an d democratic effort in the interest of universal development
fundamentally concerns the training of every
child in th e land for a patriotic and efficient
service. The r esponsibility of trai ning the
child falls heavily, too h eavily, upon the
school.
America's inherent and un iver sal

It mu st be a school f·of th e peo ple, by the
people and for the people," the source of the
curr ent s o f Jife-a fountain of democracy.
" Edu ca tion mllst be made vocational to the
extent that ninety-eight per cent. of human beings in Kentucky, who mu st live by the work
of their hands, sha ll do so with a max imum of
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skill an d in te lli gence, and this involves the r ea dj ustment o f an iron and outwo rn curriculum in acco rdan ce with indiv idual need s.

Fo rge w ithout a \¥ ash in gto n, to write a drama
w ithout a Shak espeare, to tea ch without a
t eacher, a nd to acco m plish life wit hout life.

Thi s appli es wi th p eculiar force to th e coun try schoo ls, whi ch mu st be made over in cont ent and m ethod."

It is a pr ogr ess ive states man shi p tha t r ealizes that whateve r is desired in the life o f the
State m ust be d eveloped in the life of th os e
teach er s w ho train th e children of t he State.
\ Ve reaffi rm o ur d evotion to t he efforts o f t h e
State to train t each ers fo r se rvice in our Commonwealt h.

. ,.

,. ,.

'ill:HE TEACHER-Th e Slate that ha s the
me n ha s the prese nt; the State that has
th e sc hools has th e future, and th e State that
has th e t eache rs has th e sch ools. I nflu ence is
la rgely inh erent in per sonality. Behind the
g r eat schoo l li es th e construct ive pe rsonality
of a gr eat teache r. Th e school is largely in the
spir it o f the teache r.
In its last a nalysis, th e teacher is th e schooL
Th e quali fie d tea cher march es a t th e head of
educat ional progr ess. E ven a live, p rog ress ive
course o f st udy wi ll di e in th e hand s o f a dead
teach er a nd will br ing di sappoin tmen t to th e
p eople a nd cr ea te th e r ea ctio nary sp irit in th e
school community. Voc ati onal t rainin g a nd
all oth er good thi ngs that are a natura l part
o f t he organic life of th e school will lan guish
an d di e unle ss vitalized by leade rship.
It is dan ge rous for educa t ional r eform t o
r ea ch th e schoo l ah ead o f a train ed and r efor med teach er. \Vi thout en g in eers, o ur a t·
tempt to bu ild the Panama Canal would hav e
fail ed ; with out t each ers, we sh all n ever acco m plish our educational ideals. Vtle mu st not
a ttem pt to di g a Panama Ca nal with out a
Goeth a ls, to es tablish wireles s t eleg raph y
wit hout a hIarco ni, to win a vi cto ry at Val1 ey
4

E ducation and P hysical Equipment - \Ve
shall fa il to accom plish our educa tional ideals
unl ess we s ucceed in pu nt in g at th e doo r ' o f
every child in th e land a m odern schoo lhouse
modern equip ment, am ple a nd attracth'~
school g roun ds, a nd sa nit ati on .
E very availab le dolla r for phy sical equ ipm ent should be in vested in a sch ool plan t t hat
will have eco nom y, conven ience an d harm ony.
We beli ev e, as a ge nera l principle, t h at it is a n
unwise policy to inv est mon ey in repa irin g old
dilap idated sch ool houses t hat ca n never be
mad e int o att ract ive a nd s uitable plac es for
the t raining of the childr en.
W e pledg e o urselves, a s fa r as pract icable,
to bu ild and equip a few good school-houses,
rather th a n a tte mpt to mak e old ones modern
t hat a re unfit for p erman ent u se.

. . ....

<If! D UCATION

and Individuality- The int egrity o f ind ivi duality and t h e power of
s incer e, o ri g inal a nd ind ependent th ought mu st
be pre served in the lives o f the p eople, or we
shall exp erienc e a gloomy fa ilur e in the work

·5

of dev el oping and perpetua t ing the id ea ls o f
The highest development or
a dem oc racy.
tho ugh t, justice and progress in society, d epen ds upon a multiplicity of individual ideas.
Battles between id eas and du els betwee n
personal iti es are the natural produ ct o f affirmative and creat ive man and democratic
governments. Th e o nly thing that ca n vanquis h an idea ii a superio r idea. There is no
highe r test of patri oti sm and true r efo rm than
the ability to cr eate a superi or idea-to become a r elen tless foe to a prevailing and accepted inferior idea.

,
J

wh o act for themselves and challen ge the right
of any man to do their thinking and vot ing for
th em.

••

•

I'fZ DUCATION and Citizenship--We shall
~ fail to develop and perpetuate the ideals of
a democracy un less the schoo ls recognize t h e
nece ssity of training our youth for citizensh ip.
Th e schoo l that is not it se lf a glow with en thu sias m for refinem ent, beauty, since ri ty,
truth, ri gh teousness, ca n nev er kindle in those
under its cha rge thi s flam e of the highe r patriotism.

Th e man who preserves his individuali ty,
who h ea rs a nd obeys the voice of an educated
consc ience an d creates and goes behind a
g rea t idea is a captai n in th e army of progress
who fi ghts the battles of the flag. The man
who does th is is, in its hig hest sense, an ideal
Ame rican citizen. If we do not believe in the
idea h e champ ions, we should light his idea
wit h a greater idea a nd stop the p revailing,
eas ier, more co nventional and coward ly way
of attacki ng th e individua l him self and appealing to the prejudices, the ignorances and the
pass ions o f the people in order t o discredit the
id ea and gai n a temporary advantage.

Th e schoo l must vitaliz e its efforts with human int e rests and hono r and prac tice noble
life in the rec itat ion, in th e examination, on
th e playground and elsewhere. Pat riotism is
life; it is a p rinciple, a divine and human fundamental.
The roo ts of pure unde filed patriotism run
deep in th e law s of mind. It is a cha racter
forged in the soul. O!d Glory float ing over
the sc hool-hous e will not go far toward the
development of civic virtue unles s the school
carries Old Glo ry in its heart, supports it in
its courses of study and defends its sacred
honor in its daily conduct.

The sc hool should be a human nursery
whe re id eas grow and whe r e individualit ies
fl ouri sh. \ ·Ye look with disfavor upon any
tendency to stereo typ e the school at the cost
of orig inality, th e powe r of in itiative and the
sense of respo nsibi lity in the life of th e child.
\'Ve stand for a school that will d evel op a
rea ding, thinkin g, workin g, serving p eople

We pledge our b est efforts to give every
community of K entucky a school that will
stand at th e life anvil of every ehild and assist
in forging a civic fre eman; a school that will
accompany the voter to t h e voting precinct
and prompt the hand to cast an honest ballot ;
a school that will brin g the ballot-box and the
people closer together, and .a school that w ill
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develop a civic awa kening that will brand and
publicly disgrace any individual who barters
a public trust o r who offers to buy or sell the
sac red ballot.
Education and Commercialism-Vocational
education is concerned with the art of making
money and is fundamental. Esth etic training
prepares one for the art of spending money,
a nd must have a prominent place in the sch oo l.

v.,re ind orse an educat ional policy that will
r each the hom es of the land, impr ove productive capacity and ma ke the State rich in material things, but we would make the motive
that prompts the effo rt a love, a service, a
moral enthusiasm th at will stam p every dolIar with integrity, and give it a conscience that
will t ransmute it in to beauty, into esthetic
ideals, into freedom, into human efficiency.
It would be better fo r us .to di e in a hut and
preserve and develop ideals of beauty, in tegrity, and human sympat hy than to die ri ch in
a mansion and be a commercialized, selfish
people. Neither is rig ht. The remedy is in
the proper use of our life and property pri\'ileges.

• • • •
{Q'DUCATION and Public H ealth-One of
~ the first duties of the State is to protect the
life and to promote the h eal th of its citizens.
Conserving the vitality of the people by stopping the pollution of th e streams, by observing sanitary laws in the home, the school, the
business enterprise, the city, and elsewhere,
will not on ly cont ribute to the ha ppiness but
to the economic productiv ity of the pe op le.

S

"There is no iron law of mortality." Average life is increased or decreased by observing
or by neglec,t ing the physical laws of health
and sanitation. Th ousa nds of citizens die
from preventable causes.
Eleven thousa nd,
eight hundred and forty -o ne Kentuckian s died
during 1912 fr om pr eventable diseases.
Th e State comes very close hom e to the individual when it saves him from sickness, and
even from death. This it can do, does do, and
shou ld co nt inue to do in a much larger d egree.
The teachers of K entu cky promise a more
active interest in securing sc hool and home
sanitation in every section of Kentu cky, and
in supporti ng the work that is being done by
the State for public heal th.
Education and Property-The school is a
pioneer that reaches the industrial wo rld
through the world of mind. The efficient
school precedes thinking capacity; thinking
capacity precedes earning capacity, and earning capacity prec edes industrial progress.
Human thought is the ticker that tells what
every in ch of property is worth.
Exte nd the vision of mind and you broaden
th e fields of commerce; bui ld up the efficiency
of the sch ool and you quicken industrial life;
build and equip a mode rn school building in
every commu nity in Kentucky, adopt courses of
study that will prepare for the work of life,
and employ teachers who have tthe tea cher's
vision and the teacher's preparation and Kentu cky wi ll experience a new moral, intellectual
and industrial birth.
9

Live schools, constructive citiz ens and a
sane commerce travel together. The schools
assi st in solving the fiscal and social problems of the ho me and o f the State by increasin g the productive capacity of the people, by
developing a citiz enship whose good behavior
will r educe the expense for criminal prosecutions and make additions to jails and penitentiaries unnecessa ry, by developing a ru gged
honesty that prompts every citizen and every
interest to li st property at its proper value,
and by making eve ry person a product ive,
honest citizen who puts public interest above
private ga in.
Th e people have not always supported the
schools, because th ey rega rd ed them a s a tax.
They must be shown that ign or ance is a tax,
and that the school is an investment that pays
two divid end s, o ll e in mo re life and one in
more p ropl.!rty. Any man wh o attempts to
refo rm the fi scal affairs of the local com munity
and of the State by curtailing leg itimately,
eco no mically and efficiently ad min iste red material support to edu cation and to a wo rk of
making a productive citizen, proceeds on the
t heory that the way to meet a deficit and stop
a leak is to make the leak larger.
He proce eds o n the theory that the way to
b e re sc ued from a leakin g boat is to s ink the
boat. He proceeds on the theory that the way
to live is to cut off the current of li fe.

• • • •

taxation, to the establ ishmen t of the busi ness
of the State upon sane and demo cratic principles. Th e fisca l item is relat ed to every move
inaugurated for the improvem ent of li fe. This
makes it one of univ ersal interest.
The educati on of the people is the larges t
business it em co nnecte d with th e manage ment
of the Com monwealth. Th e enactment of a
mea su re th at will improve the finances of the
State and provides fo r th e pu nctual paym ent
of h er ob ligations, would be more in the interest of educatio n than in the int er est of any
othe r one department of State endeavor.
Making n eede d approp riatio ns to the educationa l inst itu tio ns o f the State, to agr icultural educat ion, and to all wo rthy causes, is
thor oughly in line with progress and a patriotic and efficient administration of g ove rnm ent. The responsib ili ty of fis cal leadership
fa lls h ea vily up on those men who lhave been
ch os en by the people to administer the affairs
of g ove rnm ent.
\ Ve pledge act ive support to any efficient
and just method that may be advocated that
wi ll solve the fi scal probl ems and provide for
th e pun ct ual payment of the obligations of
the State.
In dorsements-The Ken tucky Educati onal
Ass oca tion indo rses the following and pledges
its suppor t :

/C nUCATION and the Fiscal Problems of
""'" the State-The most pressing problem
now befo re the State is the one that relates to
its fi scal affairs, to a revi sion o f our system of

T o the State-wide movement to improve the
rural schools.
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T o the consolidation of all distri ct schools
wherever practicable.

T o rural schoo l supervi sion.
To an extension, as soon as practi cable, of
th e common schoo l term.
T o the effort to hay e better trained and b ette r paid teachers.
T o a more efficient truancy law. with the
necessary machinery for its enforcement, and
such provision for children from indigent
h omes that no excus e can be offered fo r not
being in schoo l.
T o the abso lute divo rcement of the schools
from po li tics.
To the teaching of agriculture and h omemaking in the schools.
To a better system of roads in eve ry co mmunity in the Commonwealth.
To the movement to revise the prescnt system of taxation.
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